
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 




16- 






PROPOSED 



O F 



REGISTER FOR B 




LONDON: 

PAINTED 3V AND. FOR J. 

SOLiJ ALSO BY MR. COLLINS AT SA^IJ 



Ai liCCAXXXL, 



//l^ 



'i 



2SI. 



#^:- 
• 1 1 
'i>. 






i'^ii'i-'J 



^« 




r*: 



C 3 ] 



R. E 



IT is unneceflary to dwell upon the utility of 
entries in parifti regifters, as well as carefully 
prefervation of them. 

This moft wife and beneficial regulation is fa 
firft introduced in the year 1538, by the direcStic 
then vicar-general ; before which time, probab] 
clergy were not often fufficient penmen to kee 
nor were there at this period excifemen who co\ 
as amanuenfes. 

The great convenience arifing from this ordii 
wel?s, occafioned its being further injdined duri 
Edward VI. Q. Elizabeth, and James I. 

I take this from bilhop Gibfon's Codex, though 
le<5lion of Injunctions, printed in 1 684, 4to. I do n 
tron of this regulation during the reign of Q.Eliza 
ing, however, aregifterwas injdined by Edward 
and for negledl in fo doing, the minifter is mul 
to the poors box, whitft in the fame year it mal 
neper's articles of vifitation to the province of Can 
a canon of 1603 diredls regifters to be made u 
Jirjl taking place y i. e. A. D, 1538, and more par 
the firft year of Q. Elizabeth, which laft injui 
ihew, that before that period they were either r 
verily kept. 

The civil wars during the next reign often pre^ 
rriiriifters from executing regularly this part of tl 
feems alfo to have been greatly negle£ted durin 
wealth; though in the year 1653 an ordinanc( 
ing, that the parifliioners, contributing to the rel 
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ide a book of velum or parchment, which was to be 

perfon chofen by the faid pariftiioners every three 

who was to make the proper entries of marriages, 

burials* 

5 Reftoration, regifters feem to have been again at- 

and poflibly by the injundtions of the biftiops at their 

:he reign of K. William, the firft parliamentary no- 
1 of them ; though the objedt of the legiflature is 
urage this moft ufeful evidence, but to raife fupplies 
J on. the war with France. 

d 7 Will. III. c. 6. S. XXIV. every clergyman is to 
ler of births, burials, and baptifms, under a penalty 

I 8 Will. III. c. 35. S. V. every parent is to give no- 
birth of their child within five days, under a penalty 
d the fame penalty is extended to the pariih mini- 
►t making an entry of the child thus born and not 

>y 4 Anne, c. 12. S. x. the clergyman is indemnified 
^nalty of 100/. impofed by 6 and 7 Will. III. in cafe 
ipon chriflenings, births, and burials, (hall have been 

landing, however, thefe different injundtions from 
Henry VIII. paiilh regifters are not yet kept as they 
which feems to arife from the following caufes. 
n of the book for this purpofe hath hitherto been ge« 
above four inches wide, in which there were no pro- 
is for feparating the entries as to births, marriages, 
befides which, the book was often paged with parch- 
^hich material few can write diftindtly. 
t objedlion to this fame book was, that it contained 
^aves, fo that it was worn, or much thumbed and ef- 
re it was written out ^. 

egifter is in this condition, a fair capy fhould be tranfcribcd at the cxpencc of 
1 Ihoiild be properly attefted by the roinifler and churchwardens. The original, 
be preferved as long as it will hang together, or is at all legible. 

It 



[ 5 ] 

It is fuppofed, that the prcfent form of a r 
liable to any of thefe defedts, as the pages are c 
and the material good paper for writing ; no 
more than loo pages, whilft there arediflferei 
and burials *, from want of which reparation 
the entries hath frequently been occalioned. 

As. this regifter muft neceffarily fall into 
parochial clergy, it may not be improper t 
with regard to church-yards, the care of whic 
attended to, either by the biftiops or archdeac 
tions; or at leaft the neceffary injundtions (if 
carried into proper execution. 

The firft, and perhaps principal ufe of this i 
rials t ; but the foil is fo covered with weeds, ; 
the new-raifed graves, that the tomb-ftone oi 
proached, much lefs can the infcription be re: 

This arifes, firft, from the mould being : 
which occupied the fpace where the coffin is de 
is left to be covered by the feeds of every \ 
wafted that way. Whereas the turf, taken 
grave, fhould be replaced as it grew before 
fore raifed into a hillock, Ihould be fcattere* 
other parts of the church-yard, which may ^ 

It may be faid, indeed, that in a courfe 
will rot, and the furface over it confequently 
eafy is it, when this happens, to bring the 
earth from new graves, or from the neighbou 

Another caufe of the church-yard being 
weeds, is occafioned by the clergyman's horfe 
there, which do not bite the grafs fufficiently c 
this objection, they tread the graves in by 
often foon after the corpfe is interred. The chui 
fhould only be depaftured by fheep, which 

♦ For la^gc pariflies, it will be very eafy to add any number of pa 
As for marriages, a proper book for entering them is already publifli 
riagc-a6t took place. 

+ It is faid, that an a<a hath lately paflcd in Ireland, which n: 
within the body of the church. 
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a fine turf, whilil the coffins would long refift tlie 
eir bodies. 

ufe of the church-yards being in this flovenly con- 
want of a proper height and fufficient repair in the 
inclofure, fo that the heavy beafts of others often 

iecSls, with regard to a more decent ftate of the 
it is inaagined, may be remedied by the bifhops and 
in the vifitations of their diocefe ; but the addi- 
ils of improvement are perhajis more proper for the 
id more iubftantial inhabitants of the parifh. 
uld be, for the health and rational amufement of 
ers, a dry walk all round the verge of the church- 
there is no porch to the church, there fhould be a 
^ed and infirm. The paths alfo to the church from 
Ihould \>e made good, and, where ftiles arie necef- 
dious ones Ihould be provided at the expence of the 
y^oung and ftrong may laugh poflibly at this propo- 
convenience, to be procured at fo fmall a charge, is 
ary for the invalid, or more advanced in years. 
1, that the clergyman of every parifti will, at the 
j^ear, caft up the baptiims and burials, from which 
ir^ whether the inhabitants increafe or decreafe. 
inquiries, indeed, made in different parts of the 
may be pronounced, that there is no foundation for 
)ly apprehenfions of many writers on this head. 
:n thought right to leave fix pages at the end, two of 
: an alphabetical index •^", to facilitate fearches ; and 
ir for any parorhial event, of which it may not pep- 
oper to give feme fpecimens. 

of this year, the fpire of ^the church was ftruck 

, and it was moft completely repaired by the muni- 

B. lord of the manoi' — ^ ^." 

A^as fo cheap during the prefent year, that it fold for 
)er bufliel." 

facilitates fe.aiche?, but ipay often prevent the article inquired after from 

'' So 
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« So great a flood happened on — — , that t 
and, for want of a graduated poft 



parliament, A. B. was drowned in pafling the 

*< This year all the roads of the pariih were t 
ib as to be very good for carriages, under the 
who for feveral years had taken upon himfelf 
ing furveyor, in order to accompHfh this nece 

" On i was buried A. B. of this par 

gifter appears to have been 103 years of age. 
— — accident ,** 

« On — was buried G. D. of this • i 
fame wife had 17 children, all of which are 1 

** ' This year the wall of the pariih ch 
roughly repaired.'* 

** The bKhop of the diocefe confirmed ivkj^ 
— — — ^ 400 perfons of both fexes; whicyfe 
of the laft confirmation by ———.*» ^. 

" This year a ficknefs prevailed in th^par^ 
' •^ ' ' burials within a fortnight." ^^ *; 

** A froft continued firom — t ^a'' 
Sec." ;•,» '" 

Such or like memoranda wi]l( in time, jysi* 
fiderably interefling to the^pari'fliioners Jaf t 
tury, whilfl the making the entry cannojpbe 
blefome, even by the* moft indolent. "^"^ 
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